NEWS ANALYSIS 1-152 SEPTEMSER 29, 1976 
CHARLES iiED0 


ELECTION '7G6: THE NARRO'TIIG GAP 

AHHCR: PUGLIC OPTH:IOi: POLLS, TAK&i SHORTLY AFTER LAST 
MIEK'S TELEVISED DESATE, SHG! PRESIDENT FORD CONTIWIEG TO 
GAIH Ol HITS DEMOCRATIC RIVAL JLciyY CARTER, CHARLES MEDD LOOKS 
AT “HAT THE POLLS ARE SAYING fcI0 AT SOME OF THE REASONS WHY. 

VOICE: THE HiITIAL JUDGE:.E:!T OF HOST POLITICAL EXPERTS 
HAS THAT LAST EEK'S DESATS ENDED IN A DRA, SUT THE FAR 
NORE INPORTAIT JUDGCMENT-- THAT OF AMERICANS \'HO PLAI! TO VOTE-- 
GAVE PRESIDCHT FORD A S.:ALL DUT DECISIVE VICTORY. AND 

HAT REACTION-- ACCORDI:!G TO A SERIES OF PUBLIC OPIS!ION 

POLLS-- "AS YUST OWE OF SEVERAL FACTORS POTTING TO HAT 

NO'; APPEARS TO BE AN EXTRESIELY CLOSE ELECTIO:: CONTEST. 
VIRTUALLY ALL HAUYOR OPT:I103! SURVEYS CONTINUE TO SHO! 

JHWY CARTER AS THE SROCACLE WNHIER OF NOVENDER SECOND. 

BUT THE COMIANDEIG LEAD EMYOYED BY THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE 

JUST A FEL! WEEKS AGO IS FAST DESINISHIEG. YHILE THE OVERIGELNING 

HAYJORITY OF DEHOCRATS AND REPUSLICAIS ALIKE REMAIN LOYAL TO 

THEIR PARTY CANDIDATES, TH LATEST SURVEYS SHO A SUDDE!! 

SHIFT AMCNG INDEPCNDENT VOTERS TO'ARD THE PRESIDENT, ACCORDING 

TO A HEY YORK TIMES POLL, PART OF THAT SHIFT IS A OFRECT 

RESULT OF HISTER CARTER'S EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY MORE CLOSELY 

VITH THE TRADITIONAL PUSITIOHS OF THE DEHOCRATIC PARTY. 

THE CARTER CAMPAIC?:-- 10ST OBSERVERS AGREE-- HAS NOT BEE?! 
HELPED BY A SERICS OF RECENT MISTAKES, MANY OF THE! COMMITTED 
BY THE CANDIDATE HIMSELF. AMO.iG THE! VERC MISLEADING REMARKS 
AGOUT TAX REFORI] THAT SUGGCSTED A TAX INCREASE FOR HALF 
THE AMERICAN POPULATION AND HIS WUCHi- QUOTED INTERVIEW WITH 


PLAYBOY HAGAZIHE ABOUT SEXUAL DEHAVIOR THAT SOME FOUND OFFENSIVE. 
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THE LONG-TERM TiPACT OF SUCi! STATENENTS 1S HARD TO JUDGE. 
VHAT NORRTES DEMOCRATIC LEADE2S IS THE CONTIUING EVIDENCE 
THAT iAliy VOTERS ARE STILL UNCERTAI:! ABOUT Jlivi¥ CARTER, ONE 
RECENT POLL, FOR EXAMPLE, SHO'S VOTERS SY AN ALIiCST T:!10-TO-OE 
ASG AGREETHG THAT THEY KNOt! HAT TO EXPECT OF PRESIDENT FORD 
SUT ARE VHSURE OF HIS RIVAL. 

JIMMY CARTER'S SUCCESSFUL DRIVE FOR HIS PARTY'S HONINATION, 
AND RONALD REAGAU'S NEARLY SUCCESSFUL CHALLENGE FOR THE REPUBLICAN 
HOMTBATION, GAVE EVIDENCE THAT AMCRICA?! VOTERS VERE SEEXTIHG A 
CHANGE IM VASHINE TOR. 

BUT UITH LESS THA FIVE WEEKS TO GO GEFCRI ELECTIO:: DAY, THERE 
1S GROWING EVIDENCE THAT Tit VOTERS WANT TO Kio’ JUST VHAT 


THAT CHANGE WILL MEAT. 


